Workshop brochure

Advances in Strategic COMMUNICATION WORKSHOP

March 03-15, 2012
An intensive 2-week learning opportunity for decision-makers, administrators, health educators and program officers to promote more effective, state-of-the-art communication programs

Workshop Content

The Bangladesh Center for Communication Programs (BCCP) is pleased to offer the 17th Advances in Strategic Communication Workshop. Designed for selected group of program managers and others concerned this 12-day workshop provides, through review of the latest findings in strategic communication, an opportunity to enhance Behavior Change Communication (BCC) understanding, knowledge and skills. The highly participatory approach of the workshop is designed and aimed at helping participants develop effective advocacy, social mobilization and program communication strategies while strengthening their ability to implement dynamic communication programs.

The workshop is modeled after the Advances in Family Health and Social Communication Workshop, which is held regularly at Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health/Center for Communication Programs, Baltimore, USA. The workshop explores the essential elements of successful communication in the context of social development programs.

The workshop has proven critically important in making a positive change in the communication behavior of professionals concerned with implementation, management and supervision of BCC activities. Through analysis of actual case studies, participants strengthen their ability to implement dynamic communication programs. Participants are introduced to innovative ways of developing, implementing and evaluating BCC programs.

Topics to be covered

· Advocacy: Effectively using information channels such as press, radio and television as well as person-to-person fora for gaining political and social support for programs.

· Social mobilization: Involving all feasible and practical social partners and managing their contributions.

· Behavior Change: Determining major factors that stimulate people to change behavior.

· Program communication as a process: Following basic principles in designing communication programs with emphasis on formative research.

· Effective message design: Using state-of-the-art practices in designing communication messages.

· Strategic thinking: Using strategic thinking to develop communication components in programs.

· Enter-educate approach: Creatively using entertainment for social change. 

· Evaluation design: Identifying key issues and problems in evaluating communication programs.

· Communication strategy design through SCOPE: A computer-based planning tool.

Material is presented by examining a variety of case studies and learning from each other. Participants share their own experiences and exchange views in a participatory environment. Participants will be taken to the field to gain experience from ongoing projects. Multimedia presentations and computer-based simulation exercises are also planned. The training is oriented to managerial levels and does not include specific media production techniques.

Course Language

The entire course will be conducted in English.

Participants

Senior to mid-level decision-makers and program managers whose programs include information, education and communication components with fluency in English.

While special expertise in communication is not required for participants, a strong commitment to effective communication program is expected. Admission to the workshop will be highly selective. Because space is limited, applicants are advised to apply within the stipulated time. The deadline for application is February 03, 2012.

Course fee

Each participant from Bangladesh, upon acceptance, will be required to pay a unified fee of Tk. 27,000.00 which includes Tk. 15,000.00 to cover course fee and costs of some course materials and Tk. 12,000.00 for meals and accommodation for the entire 12 day workshop period. The fee for participants from countries outside of Bangladesh is US$ 2,000.00. Participants from SAARC countries will be offered a discounted course fee to an amount of $ 1800.00.

Food and Accommodation

BCCP will arrange for accommodation and meals during the workshop. Participants will board in double bedded rooms.

Resource Persons / Facilitators

Resource persons and facilitators will include professionals from BCCP and other communication and development organizations in Bangladesh.

Venue and Transportation 

The workshop will be held at Bangladesh Academy for Rural Development (BARD), Comilla. Transportation to and from BARD, Comilla will be provided by BCCP.

Funding

Persons interested in attending the workshop are encouraged to seek funding from their organizations or donors.

Dates of Workshop




Deadline to Apply/Confirm Funding
March 03-15, 2012




February 03, 2012
For more information, contact
A. K. SHAFIQUR RAHMAN

Sr. Deputy Director (Program Coordination)

BCCP

House # 3A, Road # 74, Gulshan-2, Dhaka-1212

Tel :  9893362, 9891354, Fax: (880-2) 8854512

E-mail : srahman@bangladesh-ccp.org[image: image4.png]
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